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INFORMATION RELEASE 
JULY 10, 1995 
Cambridge/New York 

NATIVE AMERICANS RESPOND TO RIO SUMMIT 

Pollution has heavily impacted the Haudenosaunee people, who rely on their 
water and land resources for subsistence. After several months of intensive 
study and investigation, the leaders of the Haudenosaunee have produced a 
report on the source and nature of the hazards to which their communities are 
exposed, and have formulated an environmental restoration plan. 

Consisting of six historically linked nations: Mohawk, Oneida, Onondaga , Seneca, 
Cayuga and Tuscarora , the Haudenosaunee were once a powerful group in northeast 
America, and their alliance was eagerly sought by the contending European colonial 
powers in America. The thirteen original colonies of the United States took many ideas on 
democracy from the Haudenosaunee, even using their concept of a confederacy as a model 
for the U.S. Constitution. 

The Haudenosaunee, also known as the Iroquois Six Nations Confederacy, are now 
working closely with the United Nations to review environmental pollution and mapping a 
strategy of environmental restoration. Their strategy constitutes one of the first 
ind igenous responses to C h a p t e r 26, Agenda 21 of the 1992 Rio E a r t h 
S u m m i t a n d the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Decade of the W o r l d Ind igenous People 
declared by the Genera l Assembly of the United Nations in 1994. 

This document, prepared with the support of UNEP's partnership programme Indigenous 
Development International (INDI) at Cambridge University, represents the first 
comprehensive indigenous restoration strategy whereby the Haudenosaunee peoples have 
defined the problems they are confronting and recommended measures for their 
remediation. 

Most of the Haudenosaunee communities lie near and around water systems, such as the 
St. Lawrence River and Onondaga Lake. For decades, these waters have been heavily 
contaminated by industries which discharge hazardous industrial effluents like NDMA and 
PCB into the rivers. This pollution has heavily impacted the Haudenosaunee people, for 
their subsistence economy still relies on the resources in waters and lands of their 
territories. 

Haudenosaunee communities have long been struggling with this pollution on their lands. 
They have created an environmental response to address this issue in international forums. 
Some communities have already established their own environmental task forces. The 
Haudenosaunee have realized that one essential element in the exercise of their sovereignty 
and indigenous rights is setting up guidelines, standards, and authorities to add meaningful 
voice in the international regulatory community in terms of environmental investigation. 



Environment is not just a matter of air, water and land; environmental restoration may only 
be meaningful when the spiritual and economic relationship between humans and nature 
arc considered jointly."// is the recognition that environmental resources are the life-blood 
of economic and social development, and that the state of the environment is a vital 
determinant of the quality of life, that guides the perspectives of the United Nations 
Environment Programme. Our major priority is therefore to provide leadership, advice and 
guidance in the restoration, protection and improvement of the state of the environment, 
paving the way for sustainable development and greater human well-being" says Elizabeth 
Dowdeswell, Executive Director of UNEP, in support of this effort. 

"UNEP will consider the proposed plan of action and assist in its implementation. The 
leaders of the Haudenosaunee Su Nations have been invited to present their report at the 
special Summit of Elders to be held at the United Nations Trusteeship Council on July 18, 
1995, We consider this an important opportunity for the Haudenosaunee to demonstrate 
their commitment to the implementation of Chapter 26 of Agenda 21 in this International 
Decade of The World's Indigenous Peoples" says Chief Oren Lyons, Faithkeeper of the 
Onondaga and a member of the Haudenosaunee Environmental Task Force. 

As a concrete expression of this objective, and pursuant to the Rio Earth Summit's 
recommendations for the incorporation of indigenous peoples as crucial actors in the quest 
for sustainable development through Chapter 26 of Agenda 21 , the U.S. and Canadian 
Governments will work to recognize the efforts of the Haudenosaunee Six Nations to 
identify the range of environmental hazards on their territories and to come up with a 
concrete action plan, with a view to the restoration and rehabilitation of native lands. 

By endorsing this initiative, the UN will be on the trajectory to realizing its mandate to 
raise global awareness about actions that negatively affect the environment and about 
opportunities to secure a healthier environment and thereby a higher quality of life. 

For more information contact: Pierre Quiblier, UNEP, tel: 212 963 8144 
fax: 212 963 7341 

Rachel Massey, INDI tel: 44 1223 339345 
fax: 44 1223 339346 



HAUDENOSAUNEE 
BACKGROUNDER 

HISTORY OF THE HAUDENOSAUNEE PEOPLE 

'People of the Longhouse' 
Haudenosaunee or 'People of the Longhouse' is the Native American title for the Six 
Nations of the Iroquois Confederacy. 

About one thousand years ago, the Great Peacemaker appeared to the warring 
Haudenosaunee people and instructed the Five Nations to form a unique alliance known as 
the Iroquois Confederacy or League of Peace. 

The five Nations are the Mohawk, Oneida, Onondaga, Cayuga, and Seneca, still living in 
that order from east to west across the Finger Lakes country of upstate New York. 

The League, at its height during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, was the greatest 
native polity in North America, its influence stretching a thousand miles from the new 
Quebec to Kentucky and from Pennsylvania to Illinois. 

The Tuscaroras from North Carolina were admitted into the League of Peace, around 1713, 
as the sixth Nation. 

Great Law of Peace 
At the center of this alliance is the Great Law of Peace, the oral constitutor), which consists 
of Haudenosaunee laws and traditions originally taught to by the Peacemaker and have 
been passed down for hundreds of years. 

The Great Law transformed the warring nations into nations of laws. The people came of 
their own free will to participate in the decision making of the National Council and the 
Grand Council. 

Articulated in these traditions were the inherent rights of the individual and the process by 
which to protect and exercise these rights. Thus sovereignty began with the individual, and 
ail people were recognized as free, from the very youngest to the eldest. It was recognized 
and provided for in the Great Law of Peace that liberty and equality demanded great moral 
fortitude, and it was the nature of the free man to defend freedom. 

The Longhouse 
The longhouse has always been the symbol of Haudenosaunee identity. Each of the Six 
Nations has its own language, its own name, and its own history, but collectively are 
called Haudenosaunee, People of the Longhouse. 

The Onondagas tend the central fire, symbol of government. The Senecas in the west and 
the Mohawks in the east keep their respective doors and all business from either direction 
still comes through these doors. The Oneida and Cayuga Nations are called 'younger 
brothers'. One roof covers all. The Haudenosaunee use the White Pine as a symbol of 
peace rising heavenward'from the Longhouse, its four white roots reaching to the comers 
of Mother Earth. 



A G R E E M E N T S B E T W E E N T H E H A U D E N O S A U N E E A N D T H E U N I T E D S T A T E S , 
C A N A D A , T H E U N I T E D K I N G D O M , F R A N C E A N D H O L L A N D 

The Silver Covenant Chain of Friendship 
The firsi treaty made between [he Haudenosaunee Nations and the Twelve Dniied Colonics of America was 
!he Silver Covenant Chain of Friendship. The belt renewed the chain of friendship and the Twelve United 
Colonies promised that "when any of our brothers of the Six Nations has an inclination to see and talk 
with any of our brothers of the Twelve United Colonies they may pass safely ... and we are further 
determined by the assistance of Cod to keep our roads open and ...for the Six Nations as long as this earth 
remains". 

The T w o R o w W a m p u m or 'Gus-Wen-Tah' 
Treaties of friendship and peace were made with each European nation respectively. Each of these 
agreemcnls is symbolized by the 'Gus-Wen-Tab' or the Two Row Wampum. It describes how two different 
peoples relate to each other and how they can exist with one another in a way of peace. On the Two Row 
Wampum, one row represented the European nation's canoe or government and (he ofher row represented 
(he Haudenosaunee people's canoe or government. These canoes flow on the River of Life, and it is agreed 
the Haudenosaunee and the Europeans would travel together, side by side in parallel paths which would 
never cross or meet. These two canoes must never intermingle or interfere. The principles of [he Two Row 
Wampum became !he basis for all ireaties and agreements that were made with the French, English and 
later, the Americans. 

The R o y a l P r o c l a m a t i o n 
The Royal Proclamation of 1764 addressed the Haudenosaunee discontent with the unprovoked violence and 
murders commit ted upon them, and unauthorized seitlemcfi!s made by nonindigenous settlers in 
Haudenosaunee territories. The King of England proclaimed that any person found committing any violence 
upon Haudenosaunee people or interrupting hunting or settling illegally in Haudenosaunee territories would 
be prosecuted and convicted if guilty. 

The Canandaigua T r e a t y 
The Canandaigua Treaty of 1794 is a unique historic document establishing peace and friendship between 
the Haudenosaunee and the United States government. The treaty acknowledges lands permanently reserved 
for the Haudenosaunee. it is a physical proof of a sovereignty never surrendered to ihc USA. 

The Treaty of Ghent 
The Treaty of Ghent in 1314 followed the end of the War of 1812 between Great Britain and the United 
States. The treaty ended all hostilities between the United States and all nations of Indians with whom they 
were at war, and the United States promised to restore to the respective nations "all the possessions, rights 
and privileges which they may have engagedorbeen emitted to, previous to such hostilities"." 

The Haudenosaunee Today 
People of the Haudenosaunee or the Six Nations Confederacy still reside in their original 
homelands. They now live in many cities and territories in Canada and the United States: 
Mohawks of Akwesasne, the Tekaientaneka and Wahta; Kahnawake, Kanehstake and 
Ganienkeh of Alberta and Manitoba; Oneida of Wisconsin, New York and Canada; 
Onondaga, Seneca of Allegany, Cattaraugus, Tonawanda and Oklahoma; the Six Nations 
of Grand River; the Tuscarora and the Cayuga of Oklahoma and New York. 

The communities of the Six Nations in Canada and all others in the USA live near and 
around numerous lakes, rivers and creeks. These waters include the St. Lawrence River 
(Akwesasne Mohawk), the Wolf River and Rice Lake (Oneida), Onondaga Lake and 
Onondaga Creek (Onondaga), the Allegany River and the Tonawanda Creek (Seneca), the 
Grand River and its tributary the Canagagigue Creek (Six Nations). The Tuscarora Nation 
lives adjacent to the notorious Love Canal and the Niagara Reservoir. 



UNEP 
BACKGROUNDER 

U N E P PARTNERS IN HAUDENOSAUNEE STRATEGY 

United Nations Environment Programme 
The United Nations Environment Programme, established as a result of the United Nations 
Conference on the Human Environment, convened in Stockholm in 1972, and is dedicated 
to providing leadership and encouraging partnership in caring for the environment by 
inspiring, informing and enabling nations and peoples to improve their quality of life 
without compromising that of future generations. UNEP works with and through 
intergovernmental and non-governmental organisations and with the scientific community, 
through research centres and institutions in many countries. UNEP activities cover a wide 
range of issues including atmosphere and climate change, protection of the ozone layer, 
conservation of biological diversity, management of freshwater resources, protection of 
oceans and coastal areas, combating deforestation and desertification, management of 
biotechnology, hazardous wastes and toxic chemicals and development and the quality of 
life. The organisation is also active in the areas of energy production and use, technology, 
human settlements, human health and the working environment. 

UNEP Working Committee 
The UNEP Working Committee is an ad hoc group convened for the purposes of advising 
the Haudenosaunee Environmental Task Force on the development of a comprehensive 
action strategy. The members of the committee are: 

Noel J. Brown - United Nations Environment Programme - RONA 
Uradyn E. Bulag - Indigenous Development International 
Ambassador Keith Johnson - OJ. , C D . Jamaica 
Chief Oren Lyons - Haudenosaunee Confederacy 
Pierre Quiblier - United Nations Environment Programme - RONA 
Christopher D. Stephens - Indigenous Development International 
Janice Whitney Annunziata - U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Haudenosaunee Environmental Task Force 
The Haudenosaunee Environmental Task Force is a special committee of Chiefs and 
leaders appointed by the constituents of the Six Nations to advise and develop a plan for the 
rehabilitation and restoration of indigenous lands. The committee consists of: 

Chief Harvey Longboat - Six Nations 
Norman Jacobs - Six Nations 
F. Henry Lickers - Mohawk Nation 
David Arquette - Mohawk Nation 
Chief Brian Skidders - Mohawk Nation 
Chief Oren Lyons - Onondaga Nation 
Chief Irving Powless - Onondaga Nation 
Clint Shenandoah - Onondaga Nation 
Sonny Shenandoah - Onondaga Nation 

Chaz Wheelock - Oneida Nation 
Chief Bernie Parker - Seneca Nation 
Linley Logan - Seneca Nation 
Peter Jemison - Seneca Nation 
Grant Jonathan - Tuscarora Nation 
Vince Schiffert - Tuscarora Nation 
Ray Henry - Tuscarora Nation 
Neil Patterson - Tuscarora Nation 

The Committee has appointed Chief Oren Lyons as a memeber of the UNEP Working 
Committee to develop the final comprehensive strategy. 



Indigenous Development International 
Indigenous Development International (INDI), a joint programme of the McDonald 
Institute at the University of Cambridge and the United Nations, was established in 1994 in 
response to Chapter 26 of Agenda 21. 

The main objectives of INDI are to: 
• promote indigenous knowledge with respect to sustainable development and 

management. 
• disseminate information in order to raise awareness of indigenous issues in a global 

context among major world economic regions and their people. 
• promote and implement the sustainable development of human and natural resources. 
• recognize the contribution of indigenous knowledge to all humankind. 
• increase awareness in youth and children of the importance of indigenous knowledge 

for our common future. 

Its activities include: 
• developing and implementing international travelling exhibitions on the subject of 

indigenous knowledge. 
• facilitating round tables, discussions on sustainable and equitable development. 
• establishing facilities for promoting indigenous issues, sustainable practices and peace 

initiatives. 

Chapter 26 of Agenda 21 
Chapter 26 of Agenda 2 1 , which was adopted at the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro in 
1992, sets as its basis of action to "recognize, accommodate, promote and strengthen the 
role of indigenous people and their communities" within a framework of national and 
international efforts to implement environmentally sound and sustainable development. 
The objectives and activities of INDI are aimed in response to the provisions of Chapter 26 
of Agenda 21 and in keeping with the spirit of the International Decade for the World's 
Indigenous People. 


